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S. Luk E XXlil. 34. 


Then ſaid Jeſus, Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. 
j 4 

N this Day the Blefſed Redeemer of the World, 
to fulfil the Predictions of the Prophets, rode in 
Solemnity to Jeruſalem, accompanied with the 
Shouts and Acclamations of the People, — 1 — 
both His Majeſty and Divinity. But this Pomp 
was only to lead the Fatal Way to his Execution; Ho- 
ſannab 10 the Son of David was to be chang d into Cruci- 
fy Him, Crucify Him. That ungrateful and cruel City 
wherein He went about doing Good, and for the Conver- 
fion of which He had wrought ſo many Miracles, was 
now, on the View of its impending Ruin, water'd 
with His Tears, only in order to be drench'd in His 
Blood; and that which had been fo long the Slaughter- 
Houſe of the Prophers, was to complete the Meaſure of 
its Iniquity, with the Barbarous Murther of the Laft 
and Greateft, the Meſſab. For our Mediations upon 
„ the Church having ſet apart 
this Holy Week, I thall treat upon the ſublimeſt Act 
of His Paſhon, His Dying Prayer on the Croſs, to 
teach us to follow che Great Example of His Humility, 

Patience, and moſt Extenſive Charity. 
It is the peculiar Honour and Privilege of that Re- 
ligion which He thus ſeal'd with His Blood, not only 
to propoſe to the World a Body of Laws exceeding all 
Others, in Railing humane Nature to its higheſt Dig- 
nity and Perfection, but alſo to prevent all Cavils a- 
bout the Difficulty of Obedience to it, by Appealing 
to that conſummate and vitible Demonftration of it in 
the Perſon of the 2 Himſelt. All other Inſtitu- 
tations of Morality fell as much ihort ot this Recommen- 
A 2 dation, 
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dation, as even their Compilers did of thoſe faint Rules 
of Vertue they enjoyn'd their Proſelytes. Even Moſes, 
that receiv d his Revelation immediately from God, 
whom he had the Honour to converſe with, Face 0 
Face, ſtands recorded in his own Hiſtory for a ſad Mo- 
nument of humane Frailty, an Exception to his own 
mee k Character, and as *twere a Blot upon that Holy 
Table he himſelf deliver d. But in the Goſpel, and its 
Bleſſed Author, there ſhines ſuch a mutual Harmony and 
Conſent, that the Doctrine is always legible in the Per- 
formance, and His Actions are the beft Comment on 
His Religion; He isa Prophet, as Mighty in Deed as in 
Word; He is both the IWay and the Light, the Road and 
the Guide, the Precept and the Example, and in a my- 
flerious 5 Union, Himſelf both as God com- 
manding and as Man perfectly 2 God. As 
His whole Life was but one continued Proof of the Rea 
ſon and Equity of His Injunctions, ſo He ſeems in His 
Death to haye carried the Prattice of them to the moſt 
exalted and tranſcendent Pitch Here that Patience 
and Meekneſs, that Humility and Condeſcenſion, that 
Conftancy and Perſeverance, that entire Submiſhon to 
the Divine Will, that tender Love tewards the worſt 
of Enemies, in Forgiving and Praying for them, which 
He ftriftly preſcribes His Followers, were moſt emi- 
nently conſpicuous in our Lord and Maſter. Innocence 
and Vertue never appear with ſuck Luftre and Advan- 
tage, as when they are ſhaded with Adverſity and Op. 
preſſion. The Croſs was the proper Place from whence 
its Doctrines were to be deliver'd ; and whilſt our Sa- 
viour hung extended upon it, His Body ſeem'd to 
PreaCh as Cy as His Soul, and every Bleeding 
Wound pour'd forth the moſt Moving Arguments to 
recommend to Others that Bitter Cup, which He Him- 
{elf ſo plentifully drank of. Under this Humble and 
moſt Sorrowſul Condition, that Humane Nature, load- 
en with the moſt exquiſite Pain and Miſery, can ſu- 
ſain, He gives the Finiſbing Stroke ( tho in a different 
Senſe) to His Life, and Goſpel at once, and bequeaths 
this His Dying Legacy to the World, as the Higheſt 
Bleſſing He could leave it, and the moſt Endearing 
Pledge ot His Love, in this Pathetical Ejaculation Hs 

His 
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(5) 
His Implacable Murderers, Father forgive them, 
bnow not whas they do. foes my 

Theſe Words may be confider'd not only in Particular, 
as a Deprecatory Prayer of our Bleſſed Lord, utter'd 
on His Crucifixion in behalf of thoſe malicious Fews, 
who had now brought Him to this ignominious and un- 
deſerved, tho meritorious Death, that God would for- 

ive them this horrid Fact, as Sinning out of {pnorance 
but muft be underſtood in His Example to contain an 
preſcribe a General Duty to the Imitation of all His Diſ- 
Ciples, of Praying for their Enemies at all Times, and un- 
der all the moſt oppreſſive Circumſtances ; which great 
and ſublime Duty, as He firft Preach'd it on the Mount, 
and now Practis'd it on the Croſs, being the Perie&i- 
on of Chriftianity, and the moſt elevated Strain of 
Heroic Piety, fit to crown, and conclude the Life and 
Actions of the World's Redeemer, I ſhall from hence 
endeavour to ſtate, and explain, and to enforce from all 
the moſt weighty Motives, and Arguments it is built 
upon. And, 

. Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew wherein the Duty of Praying 
for our Enemies conſiſts, as conſider'd in it ſelf, toge- 
_ with what it antecedently implies, and preſup. 

es. 

II. Secondly. I will endeavour to illnftrate it from 
the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour vie w'd under all its 
fad Aggravations, and inſtructive Circumftances. 

III. Thirdly, VII ſettle its juſt Extent and Obligati- 
on, anſwering thoſe Objections it may ſeem liable to, 
and preſcribing it within thole Limitations and Reftri- 
Qions it muſt admit of, 

IV. Fouribly. I'll produce the Reaſons and Motives 
upon which this Duty is founded, with a particular 
View to that contain'd in the Text. 

But before I enter upon the Proſecution of this Mat- 
ter, it may be previouſly requiſite to obſerve, 

1. Why our Bleſſed Lord addreſſes Himſelf to God 
in this mild A ppella tion of Father. ; 

2. Why He prays to His Father for that which ſeems 
to have been in His own Power to have perform'd. 

1. And firſt, it is remarkable that this Appellation 
of Father ſeems, by the frequent Repetition of ir, in a 5 

mag Sos * 
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moſt all our Saviour's Prayers, to be that which, He 
chiefly delighted in; and may here be ſuppos'd to be 
more particularly made uſe of upon a double Account. 
1. In Reſpe of His Divinity, becauſe as our Bleſſed 
Lord was the only begotten Son Ke now offering 
Himſelf upon the Croſs, as an Oblation and Sacrifice 
for the Sins of the whole World, He may ſeem to 
plead by Vertue of His Filiation, for the Efficacy and 
Satisfaction of that great Atonement He was now mak- 
ing even for His worſt Enemies; herein reconciling 
them, and all Mankind to God the Father, to whom 
they had forfeited that merciful land glorious Relation, 
by Rebellion and Apoſtacy, and to which they were 
now to be reftor'd by that Myſterious Adoption which 
was to be obtain'd through the Merits of His Blood ; 
and thus as God the Son, He addrefſes Himſelf to God 
the Father. 2. With Reſpect to His Humanity, as He 
was here the great Founder and Type of His Church, 
reconciling it not only to God, but by this Bleſſed Ex- 
ample of the moſt aſtoniſhing Charity, reconciling all 
irs Members one to another, teaching them not only 
to forgive each other their Offences, but in humble 
Imitation of Himſelf, to become as it were Saviour 
(tho ina very inferiour Senſe ) to one another, inter. 
ceding to God for their moſt implacable Enemies. 
From whence we may draw a clear Solution to the ſe- 
cond Obſervation, namely, 

2. Why our Bleſſed Lord here prays to His Father 
for that which leem'd in His own Power to pertorm, 
to wit, that tho* He was very God, and had the Power 
of Remiſhon of Sins, as well upon the Croſs as in 
other Places, as He himſelf teſtify d and Practis'd, 
and might treely, and from Himſelf ſpontaneouſly 
have ablolv'd them, without any farther Inter. 
ceſſion; yet as He was now both Prieſt and Sacri- 
fice too, it became Him, having not as yet perfected 
the great Work of our Redemption, not to pronounce 
Pardon in an Authoritative Manner, but by Way of Pe- 
tition, and Supplication, to implore the Divine Mercy 
for His Perſecuturs. /e did not (Says St. Chryſoſtme ) 
pray to the tathzr . lic could not Himſelf abſolye — 

rom 
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3s of 
from that great Tranſgreſſion ; but that He might inſtruft us 
not only bord, bus 27 by Example, to —4 for our Per- 
ſecutors. Had He not deliver'd this charitable Inter- 
ceſſion in the midſt of His Agonies, the Jewiſh Specta- 
tors might have taken Occaſion to revile His rine. 
Thoſe ſworn and peſtilent Enemies of it, the Scribes 
and Phariſees, might have retorted that ſharp Invective 
upon Him, Do not after His Works, for this Man jayeth 
and doth not; He binds beavy Burdens, and grievous to be 
born, and layeth them on Mens Shoulders, but He 
Himſelf will not move them with one of His Fin- S. Matth. 
ers. He impoſes, might they have ſaid, xxiii. 3,4. 
uch hard Injunctions of Patience and Cha- 
rity upon us, as are altogether unreaſonable and im- 
praticable. But here was an Appeal to the Senſes for 
the Truth of His Doctrine; here was an Argument 
that even the Obſtinacy and Infidelity of a bigotted 
and Wayward Few could not withftand, that firuck all 
His Adverſaries dumb, and left the World without 
Excuſe, if they did not” follow the Great Pattern ſet be- 
fore them, or ſhould refuſe to do, and ſuffer what even 
the Son of God did not diſdain to ſubmit to. 
- Having thus cleared the Way to the Duty contained 
in the Text, by premiſing theſe neceflary Obſervations, 


I 8 now, 

Firſt to ſhow wherein the Duty of Praying for 
our Enemies conſifts, as conſider d in it felf, — * 
with what it antecedently implies and preſuppoſes. 
Nou, before any Perſon can be ſuppos'd to pray at 

all for Another, it muſt be taken for granted, that he is 
in Perfe# Charity with him himſelf; that he has not on- 
ly entirely diſcarded all Reſentment of any Injuries, and 
Wrongs, Affronts and Abuſes of all Kinds, that he may 
＋ have received from him in a State of Enmity, 

t alſo ſo clearly to have purg'd his Soul of the whole 
Leaven of Malice, that the very Seeds and Principles 
of Rancour and Revenge lie dead and buried within 
him. Otherwiſe, what a provoking Affront does he 
Himſelf offer to God, who dares thus hypocritically to 
anock Him with bis Lips, when bis Heart is thus far 7 Bn 
Him? Who comes with a Mouth breathing forth the 
gentle Spirit of Charity and Forgiveneſs, and has no- 


(3) 
thing but Hatred and Vengeance raging in his Breaſt ? 
Wo pretends to reconcile Another unto God, to whom 
he is not reconcil'd _— This is ſuch abominable 
Prevarication with our niſcient Maker and Sear- 
cher of our Hearts, that ' tis to be hop'd, Nothing 
ſeſſing the Name of a Chriſtian, or that believes 
is that God he pretends to invoke, can poſſibly be guil- 
ty of. But not only theſe real, inward Inftances of our 
fincere Charity are requir'd to qualify us to intercede 
for our Enemy, but before we can put our Petitions to 
Heaven for him, we muſt have expreſs'd it in all our 
outward Actions towards him here on Earth, and not 
think lazily to ſhift off our Duty on God, and to re- 
lieve our Adverſary with empty Words and Ejaculations 

inftead of actual Demonftrations of our Kindneſs, and 
Compaſſion. It is not ſufficient to requite his Curſes 
with Bleſſings, his Slanders with Compliments, and his 
Reproaches with Civility; but Do's be bunger ? we muſt 
feed bim; Do's be thirſt ? we muſt give bim drink; Is be 
naked ? we muſt cloath bim; Is he in Diftteſs, Danger 
or Difficulty ? we muſt aſſiſt, adviſe and reſcue him; 
And in a word, contribute, to the utmoſt of our Power; 


to the Benefit or Advantage of his Soul and Body, 


Life, Eftate, Reputation of Family. And this too, 
without Grudge ing as of Neceſſuy, without inſulting or 
upbraiding his Errors or Misfortunes, or ſetting the 
teafſt Merit on our own charitable Performances. 
Now, when a Man has thus generouſly acquitted him- 
felf here Below, in all the real Offices of Love and Hu- 
manity to his Enemy, he may then, and not before, 

reſume to ſolicite his Cauſe in the Court Above; where 

e is to preſent him under the threefold Reſpect ofa 
Sinner againft God, a Sinner againſt our ſelves, and as 
reconcileable to both. And upon theſe Accounts, we 
are oblig'd to pray, Firſt, For his Pardon for all his 


Actual or intended Injuries, with a Requeſt that our 


Remiſſion may be accepted by God as a Means, or Mo- 
tive at leaſt to obtain Eis. Secondly, that God would 
turn his Heart, take away his Prejudices, and recon- 


cile him to us by kis Spirit of Love, Unity, and Concord. | 


Thirdly, That thus being fully pardon'd by God and 
Man, he might be bleſſed by both; in all Happincts, 


Sriretual | 


| (9) 
Spiritual and Temporal. Theſe are the Antecedent Con- 
d:rions requiſite to, and the Subſlance of this Duty of 
Praying for our Enemies; which if ſo fully and truly per- 


form d, with ſuch pious, heavenly, and endearing Diſ- 
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| 


poſitions of Soul, cannot but be highty pleaſing to Go', 
as moſt agreeable to His Bleſſed Nature, and that 
iWiſdom of Meetneſi that cometh from | 
Above, which is pure, peaceable, gen- S. Jam. iii. 17. 
te, and eaſy to be intreated, full of 

Mercy 4nd good Fruits, without Partiality, and without 
#ypocriſy. But this Duty will appear in its moſt Glo- 
rious Light; u we come, 

II. Serondly. To illuftrate it from the Example of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, view'd under all its fad Aggrava- 
tions, and inſtructi ve Circumſtances. 

Tho* the whole Lite of our Bleſſed Lord, from His 
Birth in the Manyer till His Death upon the Croſs was 
but one continued Demonſtration of His Doctrine of 
Patience under Injuries, and Love towards Enemies; yet 
fince the Time would fail me to trace through all that 


melancholy Serics of Troubles and Diſaſters, conſiſtin 
of ſuch Variety of Afflictions, as befell the moſt oppre 
fed Innocence, labouring under the moſt extreme 
Hardſhips of Poverty, Diſgrace, and Perſecution ; I 


ſhall confine my Obſervations chiefly to the Hiftory of 
this Day's Goſpel, that we may practiſe the Precept of 
the Epiſtle, that this Mind may be in you, whith was alſo 
in Chriſt 345 ws, Who being in the Form of 

God, thought it not Robbery to be Equal Phil. ii. 5 
with God, but made Himſelf of no Repu- 

tation, and took upon Him the Form of @ Servant 
and was made in the Likentſs of Man; and being found 
in Faſhign as a Man, He bumbled Himſelf, and became 
obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs. For the 
Son of God to die like a common Mortal. ſeems a futh - 
cient Humiliation 3 but to die for our Sins, ſuch a 
ſhameful, bitter, and accurſed Death, with all the hor · 
rible and reproachful Circumftances attending it, was 
enough to have ſhock'd Reaſon, and confounded Hu- 
man Nature, had it not been ſupported by the Union 
of the Divine. And here let us contemplate the Bleſ- 


fed Jeſws in the three laſt dilcanſolate and diſmal Scenes 


of His Life. B 1. Uader 
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1. Under His Seizure on Mount Oliuet. 

2. Under His Arraignment in the Judgment - Hall. 

3. Under His Execution on Mount Calvary. 

And take along with us, in our Obſervations, His 
Threefold Character anſwering to theſe Three great 
Actions. | 

1. That he was the greateſt Benefactor to Mankind 
the World ever receiv'd. X 

2. That he was the moſt Innocent Perſon that was 
ever Try'd, and yet condemn'd as a Malefattor. - 

3- That he was their King, Priefif; and Prophet, the 
Me ſſiab, and only Son of God. 

Theſe Cantraries being ſet in Oppoſition to each o- 
ther, will render this Divine Example more illuftrious ; 
it will maxe it ſhine out in its full Glory, on the Com- 


Pariſon of the moſt Execrable Provocations of His Ene- . 


mies on the One hand, and the no leſs Adorable Pati- 
ence of Chriſt on the Other. | ; 

1. Behold, then, our Bleſſed Lord Proftrate on the 
Mount, interceding with his incens'd Father for the 
Redemption of the World; and with ſuch earneft Im. 


1 with ſuch ſtrong Crying and Tears, preſſing His 


equeſts, that in this convulfive Agony and Pang of 
Devotion, His Soul is ſaid to be exceeding Sorrowful even 
unto Death, to be ſurrounded with Grief, and caſt into 
ſuch violent Conſternation, as to open all the Pores of 


His Body, and to make it to ſweat great Drops of Blood 


falling down to the Ground. Whilft He is thus labouring 


for our Salvation, fee Him betray'd by one of His own 


Diſciples into the Hands of thoſe ungrateful Jews, who 
had been fed with his Miracles, heal'd by His Touch, 
diſpoſſeſs'd with His Voice, and inſtructed with His 
Dottrine ; and againſt whom He might have comman- 
ded down Legions of Angels to His Riſcue and their 
Deſtruction. Yet, when He might have ftruck them 


down by the Majeſty of His Look (as St. Fobn ſays) not 


to the Ground only but into their very Graves, inſtead 
of taking Vengeance on them, he ſalutes the 
c. xviii. very Traztor by the Name of a Friend, and 


ver. G. works a Miracle to cure the wounded Ear 


of one of His Aſſaſſins. Well might He 
have ſaid, For which of my good Deeds are ye come 
cur 


* 
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b in) 
dun with Swords and Staves, as againſt a Thief, to tate 
Me 2 

R From the Mount, let us next attend Him to the 
ment-Hall, where we find Him Dem d by One, Forſa- 

eat ien by All His Diſciples, and left ig the midſt ot His moſt - 
ng implacable Enemies, thirſting for that precious Blood 
they had ſo long conſpired aga inſt. After he is burry'd 

— from Catapbas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, and from 
' Herod to Pilate again, He is at laſt brought to a Mock- 
he Tribunal of Juſticey, Arraigned as the Worſt of Crimi. 
nals, accus d as a MAnſgreſſor of all Laws Humane and 

„ Divine, as a Preacher of Sedition and Treaſon. perver- 
s: ting with falſe Doctrine the People from their Allegi- 
m. ance to their Lawful Sovereign, denying Tribute to 
io. Ceſar, having a Deſign upon the Roy- 
11. 4a Authority, and the Title of a King, intending to o- 
verthrow their Temple and Religion, and being guilty 

1 of the moſt ex=crable Blaſphemy in aſſuming the Prero= 
he Batires of God; and, ina word, render'd as Black in 
m. Al His Character. as the Envy and Virulence of His 
lis Perjur'd Accuſers, or the Malice of the Devil could 
of repreſent Him. And at laft, tho? not Convicted, He is 
Condemn'd, againſt the Will, Conſcience, nay Confeſſi- 

to In of His Corrupted Judge, and a Sentence extorted 
of upon Him, to fatisfy the Outrage and Clamours of a 
n . 3- Come we now to the concluding Scene of this a- 
'S ſtoniſhing Tragedy. After the Preference of a moſt 
— Notorious Robber before Him, and the Shame and Igno- 
4 miny wherewith they had vex'd His Rigbreous Soul, the 
115 Tortures they inflicted on His tender Body, were no 
5 leſsfull of Pain and Diſgrace. After the Plowers bad 
n Plow'd on His Back, and furrow'd it with thoſe bloody Stripes 
i by which we are bead, behold him array'd in the Mock- 
m Majefty of a King, His ſacred Temples Crown'd with 
ot > a ſharp Diadem of Thorns, His Hand fill'd with a Reed 
d fora Ludicrous Scepter, His Body in Ridicule cover'd 
i with an Imperial Robe, His Face ſpit upon whilſt the 


d Knee is bow'd to Him, and His Holy Head bruis'd 
Ir with the Enſignus of His own Dominion. This was only 
preparing and dreſſing the Sacrifice for the 2 

| _ where 


e 
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(12) 
where Lo! the innecent Viſtim is now - 
Iſa. liii. 7. laid, Oppreſs'd, Afflicted, Bleeding, Dying. 
He is brought as 4 Lamb to the Slaugbter, and 
as 4 Sheep before ber Shearers is dumb, ſo He openeth nat 
His Mouth. Let us with the Eyes of Faith contemplate 
here the Redeemer of the World ſtretch'd out on the 
Croſs, and hanging upon His own Wounds betwixt 
Thieves, having all His Senſes exercis'd with the moſt 
exquiſite Torments, His Head pierc'd with Thorns, 
His Hands and Feet with Nails, His Sides with a Spear, 
His Mouth fill'd with Gall and Vinegar, His Ears with 
Taunts and Reproaches on His Diviniry, and His Eyes 
with the Inſolence, Contempt, and Derifion of his Per- 
ſecutors ; and above all, theſe, the unknown, inexpreſ- 
fible, nay inconceivable ſufferings of His Soul. Surely, 
in the midft of ſuch Pain and Miſery, Humane Nature 
might be allow'd a little to murmur, and complain, and 
vent its Paſhon and Reſentment upon ſuch inhumane 
and cruet Enemies: Yet. He opened not His Mouth, un- 
leſs it be in Bleſſmgs, and in this Compaſhonate Prayer 
for their Pardon, Farber forgive them, for 
Iſa. liii, they know not what they do. Thus fulfilling 
12. that remarkable Prophecy of Him, He bath 
poured out His Soul unto Death, and He was 
 awmbred with the Tranſgreſſors and be hare the Sins of ma- 
ny, and made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſurs. 

Now can we without concern hear theſe laſt Words, 
and remember the exceeding great Love of aur Maſter and 
only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt thus dying for us, and the innu- 
mcrable Benefits which, by His Precious Biood-ſhedding, 
He hath obtain'd to us, and not reflect that thoſe Things 
are written for our Inflruftioz that the ſame Mind ſhould 
be in us that was in Chriſt Tcjus, that we are to take 
up our Croſs, and follow our Crucied Redeemer in 
this glorious Example of Charity; tnat we ſhauld do as 
He bas done tous; that with the fame Patience and 
Long-ſuftering, the ſame Caimneſs and Serenity, the | 

lame Meekneſ and Pity, the ſame Love 
Heb. Xii. 2. and extentiv> Benevolence, we ſhould 
treat our moſt inveterate Adverſaries: 
Tooking unto the Bleſſe4 J, the Author and Finiſher of 
gr Faith, who, for the Foz et was ſ23 before Him, endur- 


"T3 
ed the Croſs, defſpifing the Shame, and is ſet dawn at th 
Right Hand of the Throne of God, who, as He was recon” 
eil to us when we were Enemies uno Him, ſo are we 
bound to conſider Him who endur d ſuch Contradition of 
Sinners againſt Himſelf, that we be not wearied and faint 


in our Minds, in the Practice ot this difficult and excel- 
lent Duty. For even bereunto are we calld, becauſe alſo 
Chriſt ſuff-re4 for us. leaving us 4 Example, 

that we ſhould ſolom His Steps, who did no Sin, 1. Pet. iis 
neither was Guile in His Mouth; Who 21. 
whon Fe was reviled, revile not again; 

when he ſuffer'd. He threatned not, bat commined Him- 
ſelf to Him that Judgetb rig bieauſiy, His Soul expiring in 
Prayer for His Enemies. 

After ſuch a moving Example, fo full of all the Force 
of Reaſon, and Eloquence. Viſably ſetting forth the 
Nature, in the Pradice of this Duty, in every Particu- 
lar, under ſuch horrid Circumftances and Aggravati- 
ans, as can ſcarce be the Lot of any other Perſon beſides 
the Son of God; can there remain the leaſt Shadow of 
an Obje&ion to deter us from the humble Imitation 
of it, as far as the common Conditions of our Lives may 
require? It may poſſibly be pleaded, in Excuſe, That 
Jeſus Chriſt being the Son of God, and endowed with 
all the Powers of the Divinity, and having all the 
Graces of the Holy Ghoſt dwelling in Him, with the 
Fulneſs of the Godbead Bodzly, was thereby enabl'd to 
riſe to the utmoſt Pitch of this Heroic Duty; but that 
meer Man, Fleſh and Blood, with all its Infirmities a- 
bout it, cannot come up to bis perfect Man, this Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. It muſt indeed be 
confeſs'd, that this is a Duty of ſuch an exalted Strain, 
as cannot eaſily be attain'd to without much Reluctance 
of Humane Nature in its corrupted State; that it will 
require the utmoſt Efforts of Reaſon, aſhfted with great 
Degrees and Succours of the Divine Grace, to raiſe the 
Soul to this Diſpaſhonate, Mortify'd, and ſeli-denying 
Temper, which nothing but an habitual Application to 
God in continual Prayer, can accompliſh. But howe- 
ver we muſt alſo remember, that our Saviour, as Man, 
was ſurrounded with all the Infirmities of our Nature, Sin 
only excepted z that He had a much quicker Senſe of 

Sufferings, 


(1) 

Sufferings, of Shame, Pain, and Afflictions, than we 
poſſibly can have. So that, tho* we cannot preſume to 
arrive at that Perfection of Divine Grace and Charity 
he did ; yet that every good Chriftian, who fincerely 
endeavours to follow his unparallel'd Example, ſhall be 
enabl'd to do wfat is, acceptable to God through Him, 
towards it; and that the blefſed Spirit, who never fails 
to hear, and aſſiſt our Devotions under all Difficulties, 
will not be wantiug in this 2 one, is moſt indiſ- 
putably certain. But becauſe we are apt to lay hold 
on any excuſes to ſhift off our Duty, as well as to mi- 
ſtake in our right Apprehenſions of it, I proceed to my 
third general Head, namely, 

III. To ſettle its Juſt Extent and Obligations, and to 
anſwer thoſe Ohjcttions it may ſeem liable to, and to 
preſcribe it within thoſe Limitations and Reſtrictions 
it muſt admit of. This is a hard Saying. who can bear it ? 
ſays the Man of Honour, that meaſures his Duty by his 
Sword, and had rather facrifice his Soul than his Re- 
venge. If this is our — — Duty; ſuch fooliſh 
Clemency, Gays they. will but encourage the Malice of 
our Enemies, and lay ourſelves open and unguarded to 
their Aſſaults. Beſides that, it ſeems to intrench upon, 
or ſuperſede the Fundamental Law of Nature, Self- pre- 
ſervation; and to betray our Perſons Rights and Pro- 

rties to the Abuſe, Violence, or Uſurpation of any 

Id or Impious Invader. Such Mercy and Impunity 
ſeems contradiftory both to Law and Reaſon, by Sup= 
poling Courts of Judicature Unneceſſary, it not Illegal in 
their Uſe, and ſo deprives us of the Aſſiſtance of Ju- 
ſtice, and not only tends to the Loſs of Private Per ſons, 
but to the Diſadvantage of the Publick. Either we can- 
not right ourſelves in the Proſecution of an Enemy, 
or this Duty ſeems inconfiftant with it, that we ſhould 
hypocritically pretend to pray for the Pardon of him 
againſt whom we are actually engag'd. In anſwer to 
this, *tis ſufficient to lay, That Cbriſt ian Charity does 
not in the lea ſt debar us from any of the Juft Privileges 
of Humane Nature, neither does it forbid us, as Men, 
to uſe any Methods of Lawful Defence, to guard and ſe⸗ 
cure our Lives, Liberties, and Eftates from Danger, 
Ra pine, and Oppreſſion 3 That it is not only —_— 
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with, but eftabliſhes the Rules of Juftice, Equity and 
Law. Which will fully and evidently appear, it we care. 
fully diſtinguiſh betwixt Ads of Private Revenge, and As 
of Publick Juſtice. The former of which are utterly re⸗ 
pugnant to all Religion, and particularly to this Duty 
of Praying for our Enemies. for it would turn our very 
Prayers into Sin, (as I have ſhew'd before) but with the 
Laner it is highly Reconcileable. To make this Matter 
clear, we muft confider our Enemies under a double 


Regard. | 


1. As they relate to us in Particular. | 

2. As they relate to the Publick ; the Church or State. 

1. As they relate to us in Particular, we muſt di- 
ſtinguiſh betwixt our Enemy's Perſon and his Actions. 
The One is inviolable, and we are oblig'd not only to 
treat it without Anger and Paſſion, ſo as, if — 
to win and reclaim him by Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion, 
but always to pray for him, under the very worſt Con- 
dition of Hoftility. And this we may do, and yet en- 
deavour to redreſs the Other by all Legal Means, with- 
out Hatred or Revenge, with a Forgiving and Placable 
Temper, not ſo much to gratify our own Spleen, as to 


repair the Injury with the leaft Inconvenience we can 


to our Adverſary, and to receive his Wrongs and A- 
buſes, rather with Pity and Compaſſion, than Reſent- 


ment and Indiz nation. Thus far our Religion obliges 
to go, to labour with God and Man for the Converſi- 


on of our Enemies; and, as much as lieth in us, to live 


 « peaceably with All Men. 


But tome, out of a miftaken Nation of Chriſt:an Cha- 


rity, would carry this ſublime Duty to a Pitch, that nei- 


ther Reaſon nor Religion juſtifies, and which, indeed, 
is ſo far from both, as to be utterly inconſiſtent with 
Common Senſe and Prudence; I mean, that wretched 
Folly and Credulity of Truſting our Enemies, (an Act 
of Favour due only, under that Supreme Being we are 
always to confide in, to our very beft and moſt appro- 
ved Friends) as if we could ſhew our Reconciliation by 
nothing, but hazarding our Ruin, and our only way to 
demonſtrate our Love to our Enemies were in an utter 
Hazard to ourſelves. This may indeed proceed from the 


Innocence of the Dove, but certainly is without the Cauti- 


on andi Iſdom of the Serpe ut. Hear the Son of Sirach ſpear 
king 
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Feelus. Xii. 


the World: Never truſt thine Enemy (ſays 
10, Oc. 2 


he) for like as Iron ruſtetb, ſo is bis 
neſs. TB be humble himſelf and go crouch. 
ing, yet take good Hed, and beware of bim; and thou 
ſhalt be unto him, as if thou badft wip' d a Looking-Glaſs, 
and thou ſhalt know that bis Ruſt bath not been altogether 


wip d away; ſet bim not by thee, left when be bath over- 


thrown thee, be ſtand up in thy Place: Neither let bim ſit 
at thy Right Hand, leſt be ſeek to take thy Seat, and thou 
at the laſt remember my Words, and be pricked therewith. 
An Enemy ſpeaketh ſmeetly with hi- Lips, but in bis Heart 
be imagine ib how to throw thee into a Pit ; be will weep 
with his Eyes. but if be find Opportunity, he will not be ſatis. 
fied with Blood. If Adverſity come upon thee, thou jhalt 


find him there firſt 3 and tho be pretend to belp thee, yer | 


Hall be undermine thee. He w:ll ke his Head, and clap 
"bis Hands, and whiſper much, change bis Countenance. 
No Religion ſurely obliges us to expoſe ourſelves to our 
"Enemies; we may Pray for them without putting our 
Lives and Fortunes into thoſe Hands, which, perhaps, 
want only an Opportunity to thruſt a Dagger into our 
- Hearts, We may beg Mercy for them from God, with= 
out laying our ſelves at their Mercy z which generally 
will be found to be Cruel. 
2. Secondly, we are to conſider our Enemies, as they 
relate to the Publick ; the Church or State. With Re- 
gard to which it may be afferted as an undoubted Max- 
im, that this Chriſtian Charity does by no means inter- 
fere wirh, or extend it ſelf to the Diſadvantage of Pub- 
tick Juſtice, or any way Gblige Magz#irates or Perſons 
in Authority, to forgive Criminals, or pals by Offences 


that violate the Common Peace, or break in upon the 


Laws of Societies, and demand Publick Reftraint and 
Correction. 


Reproach to the Nation. 
is Aſſaulted by II Principles or Rebellious Practices, tis 
the Miniſters and Mag:/trates Duty to ſtand up and 
; | tence 


king from the Hiftory, and Experience of [ 
cked.. . 


To theſe as properly the immediate Vice- 
Gerents of God Himſelf, Vengeance belengeth, and they 
bear the Sword in vain, if they Neglect their Duty, and 
Betray their Truft and Juriſdiftion in a cowardly Con- 
nivance at, or Impunity of ſuch MaletaQors, as are 4 
Where Rel:g:0n or Government | 


a 
Tate 
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gainſt Both; and pronounce, and execute Wrath 
gainft them; and tis no leſs the Duty of * 
Subject to aſſiſt them with their Prayers, and to 
implore Juſtice: upon ſuch Enemies of God and our Coun- 
try. And tho, at the ſame time, we pray for their Con- 
verſion, as well as Deteſtion; we muſt remember we are 
bound by a Superior Rule of Charity, and Duty to the 


Conſtitution, of which we are Members, to beſeech God; 


in the Excellent Words of owe Church, to Abate their 
Pride, Aſſwage their, Malice and Corifound their Devices 3 
fil Confining our Deſires to the General Good, without 
any ſecret or bye Reſpet to ourſelves, and, as much as 
we can, Diftinguiſhing tbeir Malice from their Perſons 3 
which if they will not take Care to ſeparate likewiſe 
themſelves; we muſt leave them to the Diſpoſal of Di- 


vine Providence, and Determinations the of Humane 


Juſt ice. . A 
To proceed. To avoid farther Miſtakes in this 
Matter, we are not to ftrain bi Rule of Charity to our 
Enemies, ſo far as to exclude theſe following Limitati- 
ons; in all which Caſes, I take it not only to be Jaw- 
ful, but even an Act of the moſt Religious Charity to 
pray to God to call our Enemies to Account, if no- 
ing elſe will convert them. | 
1. That by this Means they may be brought to 
Sha me, and à due Senſe of their Crimes; and com- 
pell'd to acknowledge and repent of 
their Faults. as Devid prays, Fill tbeir Pſ. IxXxxiii. 16. 
Faces with Shame, that they may ſeck Thy 
Name, 0 Tord. 
2. That our own Innocence, which has been woun- 
ded by unjuft Slanders, my be clear'd and vindicated 
to the World. | 
3. That the Soul of the injurious Perſon may be ſav d 
and reſtor d by the Sufferings of the Body, and by 2 
Temporal Puniſhment he may be brought to avoid an 
Eternal One; left if he be ſuffer'd to go on without 
Controul in the Career of his Sins, he way fill up the 
Meaſure of them, and ſo end in a final Obduration 


- and Impenitency. 


4. To pte rent and avoid Scandal; for which End 
Excommunications and FOES Cenſures 3 


, g 


— WS 
emporal 


Now, to all that has been ſaid it may yet be obected, 
that this Prayzug for our Enemies ſhows indeed 2 very - 
meek, merciful, and good-natur'd Diſpoſition, and may 
look very well in a Chriſtian Character; but that we have 
the Examples ot very Great and allowedly Good Men, 
to che direct contrary, and that not only under the 
Legal, but the Goſpel OEconomy alſo. Meſes, the 
meekeſt Man on Earth was ſo highly Ln by the 
Sagxilegious Ulurpation and Schilm of Cera, 3 — 

. | an 
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' gainſt them as ſent them down quick 
- de them the moſt dreadful Examples to all Poſterity 
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P — 
of Merry to forgive his Enemies? And did not Eliſba 


L A 


for thoſe that deſpitefully uſe you. and per 3 
pet how many 


 .nounceagainſt the Serzbes and Phariſees? S. Paul ſays, 


.C19) 
and Abiram, that he utter d ſuck au Impreeation - 


into Hen, and 


the Hei of their Sins. David, the Man after 


ingenious 
yer 


. 


Fire from Heavn to avenge, 


fend a Bears, inſtead of Bleſhags, to his Moctkers ? 
Does nat the Angel of the Lord himſelf not only curſe, 
but give an expreſs Warrant to others to Curſe the hnbe- 
bitants of Meroz? And are not the Writings of the Pro- 


phess full of ſuch dire Im inſt the Enemies 
of God and Religion ? Bat — unchariĩtable 
Maledictions might perhaps be thought to comport 
well enough with the State of the Jeweſb Law, wherein 
God Almighty condeſcended to permit many Things 
for the Hardneſs of their Hearts; yet this would not be 
allow'd under the Purity of the Evengelicel Diſpenſerl- 
en. Let us hear therefore what that fays. Why ſays 
our Bleſſed Saviour, Bleſs thoſe thas curſe you, and pra 


nd 
He pro- 


Woes and Execrations di 


Being revil'd, we bleſs; being perſecuted we ſuffer it. Yer 
does not the fame- Apoſtle firike the Sorceret Ehmas 


with Blindneſs? And does he not ſay, / 
would they were even cut off that trouble Gal. v. 12. 


von; and Alexander tbe Copperſmith did 
mne much Evil, the Lord reward bim ac. 2 Tim. iv. 14. 


' cording 0 bis Works, And did he not 


deliver over the brceſtuous Perſon, and 1 Epi. iil. 9. 

Hy menaus. and Philetus to Satan for 
ir Blaſphemy ? S. Peter commands us ust to render 
Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing, but conmrarywije 
Bleſſmg 35 and yet we know the ſame Apoſtle firuct: 
Avant and Sapphire dead upon the Spot for a Lye, and 
curs'd Simon Magus to periſh with his mercenary Offer- 
ing, Are not now theſe + great Heroes 
2 ia 


( 20) | 


in Religion ſufficient to cancel this Duty of praying 
for 22 to juſtiſy the contrary Prices, 


This very plauſible Objeftion, which I have ftated in 
its full Length, that it might loſe none of its Force) will | 
— Pres) , hw _— that — all 
| or Inſpir d Perſons ; and having the Gift of Di 
' cerning Spirits, and the Vice-Gereney of God Ex io 
in them, were Commiſſion'd to denounce the 51. 
fp A and Curſes againſt the Enemies of God 
and Religion, and ſuch Offenders, as they knew to be 
Fal. lxix. and pronounc'd as Prophecies,” and Predi. 
Cix. apply'd to Cons in the Future Tenſe, as the He. 
Judas, Af, i. brew expreſſes them, not as Prayers in 
20. the Oprative, which is only rendered 
by that Tenſe, and ſo, often confoun= 
ded and miftaken by Tranflators for it. And till we 
can produce ſuch immediate Authority and Commiſſion 
from God, as theſe Holy Men had by Inſpiration, their 
Examples are no ways ſuited to our Imitation, or ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify any Private Revenge. And the ſame 
Rebuke that our Saviour gave to His Diſciples, tho“ 
expreſſing theirZeal in their Mafter's Quarrel, apply. 
ing Elijab's Example againft the inboſpitable Samaritans, 
may de a very ſatisfactory Anſwer to us, 
S. Luke ix. 55, Te know not what manner of Spirit ye are 
2 af; For the Son of Man came not 10 de- 
Froy Mens Lives, but to ſave tbem. g 
ving now ſhown the full Extent and Obligation of 
this Duty, and anſwer'd thoſe Objections it may ſeem 
liable to, and preſcrib'd it within thole Limitations it 
muſt admit of; I proceed | 

IV. Fauribiy, To produce the Reaſons and Motives ' 
upon which this Duty of Praying for our Enemzes is foun- 
ded, with a particular View to that contain'd in the, 
Text, For they know'not what they do. 

The betraying and murdering our Bleſſed Saviour 
was without diſpute the moſt tranſcendently wicked 
Action that ever was, or can be committed by Mortal 
Man. And yet when S. Peter comes to expoſtulate this 
Matter with the Jews, and to aggravate it with its 
horrible Cizxcumftances, as that They deliver's Him * 


Impenitent. Moſt of which alſo were | 


C21) 
the preſence of Pllate, when be was de- . 
termin d 10 let Him go, but they deni- Act. iii. 13, &c. 
ed the Holy One and the Juſt, and de- 
fir'd Murderer 10 be granted unto them, and killed the 
Prince of Life : Yet he adds this remarkable Extenua- 
tion of 1 as if he poin- | 
ted on this very Prayer of our Bleſ- 
fed Saviour, Now Brethren I wot that per. 17. 


— Ionorance ye did it, as did alſo 
your Rulers. And agreeably to this S. Paul ſays, For they 
that dwelt at Jeruſalem, and their Ru- 
ters becauſe they knew bim not, nor yet Ad. Siii. 27. 
the Voices of the Prophets — _ 
every Sabbath Day, bave fulfilled tbem in Condemming 
Him. And — 22 ſpeak the Wiſiew of God in a My- 
ftery which none of the Princes of thi | 
World knew; for had they known it, they 1 Cor. ii» 8, c. 
would not bave Crucified the Lord of 
Glory. Not that we muſt here underftand the Apoſtle, 
as if this Ignorance wholly excus'd all of them from 
their Sin; for a moſt damnable Sin it ftill remain'd, 
and 4" 7% _— r LID a= 

| it converted, > 1 
— mob be bloned out. For | « 
this Ignorance of the Perſon of the Meſſiah was not 
in ſome Ixuinſible, but grofly Wilfut and Affected, in 
that they obftinately ſbat thezr Ears to the Scriptures 


read continnally in their Synagogues, wherein He was 


fo graphically deſcrib'd in all the particular Circum- 
ſtances of His Birth, Life, Death and Doctrine, and al- 
ſo ſhut their Eyes to the Conviction of all thoſe mira- 
culous Signs and Wonders that he wrought ; which 


left them inexcuſable in not apprehending Him to be 


lain 
im. 


zbe Cbriſt, from ſuch palpable Arguments and 
Predictions fulfill'd in the — Tittles in 


But in others who had not the Aſſiſtances of Learning 


and Education, the ſtrong Prejudices they lay under, 
the Divine Infatuation that was upon ſome, the groſs 
Blindneſs with which almoſt the whole Jewiſßh Nation 
was ftruck at this Time, together with the overhea- 
ring Clamours and Rage of the incens'd People, dri- 


| ving forward che Perpetration of this horrid Sin, > 
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leſſen d and qualify'd its Guilt in the Sight of God, as 
to render them the object of His Mercy, and the SubjeZ 
of our Saviour's Gracious Interceſſion ; Father forgrug | 
them, for they know not what they do. 4 
| To apply this Argument to ourſelves by way of Ac» | 
commodation. All the Calamities, Affronis, and Suf- 
ferings, that the Be of Mer can receive from the 


IWorfi of Enemies, can never be preſum'd to come into 


the Balance, or ftand in Competition with the leaft of 
gheſe that our Bleſſed Redeemer underwent, Now, if 
the [prorance of the Jews cauld be pleaded in their r 
Half, and alledg d as a Motive before God, for the Par- 
don of ſuch unparallel'd Impieties; how. much more 
Reaſon have we, poor Mortals, not to inſiſt upon our 
Reſentments, but to be recancil'd to each other, and 
to intercede with Go for the Forgiveneſs of thoſe 
Petty and Raſh. Offences which we daily commit one 
againſt another, through that {g=orance which All, even 
o 
ice, or Incdvertency. or any other Frazlty or F 

. 
that beare ings, bel i gs, 1þ: 
enduretb all ibi * will be ever inclingble 1 "=> 
little Strife, Variance, and Eamity we meet with in 
the World. If we can. once perſuade ourſelves to be- 
lieve that our Adverſaries don't Offend out of maliciqus - 
Wickedzeſs ; the Sting of the Lnjury is pluck'd out, and 
no Wound can be made upon ſuch an lwuulnerable Tem 
per, which is reſolv'd to put the beſt Conftruftion upon 
all Accidents that can befall it. Inſtead of raifing Gall 
and Bitterneſs, it Provotes unto Love, and to Good Works, 
and gives the good Man an Occaſion only of exerting | 
his Tenderneſs and Compaſhon. Thus he repreſents 
Things under the beft Colours they can bear, and makes 
favourable Allowances tor all Cafualicies, and unfortu- | 


nate Incidents, that may work up a Quarrel where it 


was never intended. And, generally ſpeaking, the Ex- 
perience of the World convinces us, that our Enemy, 
who is the main Butt of our Spight and Revenge, does 
the leaſt deſerve it in himſelf; being often only the En- 
ine of other Mens Malice, acted by Incendiaries who 
Rand behind the Curtain, and blow up thoſe Fines, 
| | purey 


| 


to impute che 
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TH 


pray © Se any Advantages of them. For 
itics uſually ceaſe when the differing, Parties come 
to underftand oneanother ; and if they will hearker 
| to reaſon, a Treaty of Peace is the natural Co 
| of it. How often does it happen, that Lyes and Slan- 
ders, invented and carried one Side to another 
and propagated with Deſign to ſet Men into Feuds and 
Animoſities, by miſrepreſenting their Characters, and 
rendring them odious, ( eſpecially amongft Perſons of 
oppoſite Parties or Religions ) have entirely been de- 
feated upon due Examination, and afterwards prov'd 
' the ſolid Foundation of Friendſhip ? Theſe muſt neceſ- 
farily be the happy Effects of Calmneſs and Delibera- 
| tion; but if Men are reſolv'd, right or wrong, with- 
out any Heed to Truth or Juſtice, raſhly to begin and 
puſh on Quarrels, and never conſider the Grounds or 
Conſequences of ſuch unadvis'd and precipitate Actions 
we are to conſider that we are unfortunately engag” 
with Madmen, that, in the very literal Senſe of the 
| Words, kzow not what they do; like Drunkards ina Ren- 
counter, they fight in the Dark, and are for doing Miſ- 
chief they know not why, and ſtabbing the next Man 
they meet, for the Crime of being ſober, and in his 
Wits. A wiſe and good Man would have nothing to 
do with ſuch Enemies, if he could help it; but if it 
chances to be his unhappy Lot, he would rather con- 
' tider them as the Objects of his utmoſt Pity and Com- 
paſhon, as Demoniacks, avd Lunatichs, who challenge 
our Prayers (and not our Reſentments) that God would 
reſtore them to their Senſes, and to a right Mind. Beſides 
that it very ſeldom fails but that inch Men do their 
own Buſineſs, by purſuing their own frantick and wild 
Meatures; and work out their own Ruin in the Prole- 
cution of their Adverſaries; and, like the Jews, cruci- 
fy themſelves in crucifying Chriſt, If this happens, and 
they fall into Diſtreſs, they are the Objects of our Com- 
miſeration, and we ought not to inſult them on their 
Fall; but if they are ſucceſsful intheir Power, the worſt 
Caſe for them of the Two, they may probably never 
come toa Senſe of their Errors, but go on and die in 
Impenitence, and ſo juſtly demand our Prayers and In- 
terceſſions to God in their Behalf ; Father forgive * 
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do. Thus, if we take ſpnorance 
in the general Import of the Word, as it denotes, cither 
our not underſtanding, not attending to, or not ap- 
plying th= Knowledge we have of our Duty to God, 
our 'Neighbour, and ourſelves ; it may juſtly be reckon'd 
the chief Source of the Envy, Ha and Enmity we 
find in the World. 


Now having done with the Particular Caſe of the 
Jews, as far as we can apply it to ourſe lues, I come next 

general to confider the Reaſons of this Duty. For 
tho* our Saviour, in the Text, prays for his Enemies 
upon a Suppolition of their /gnorance 5, it not being to 
be imagin'd that ſo atrocious a Crime would be par- 
don'd upon any other Plea ; yet this is not to be pre- 
ſum'd as the Only Caſe in which His followers, accor- 
ding to His own Doctrine, are to perform the ſame | 
Duty, but they are to pray alſo for their Enemies, 
even when they know what they do; when no ſuch Plea - 
as that of Ignorance can be urg'd in their Behalf. For 
our Lord, in His firſt Precept of this Kind, delivers 
2 in po l 2 raw xy r — Re- 
| „Pray for them t eſpitefully uſe you Perſecute 
you. I ſhall therefore . to Aur” eye this Duty of 
| —— fer our Enemies under the triple Regard it bears 
1. To God and Religion. 5 . 
2. To our Enemies. And, 

3. To ourſelves. 
1. As to the Regard it bears to God and Relig ion. 
Among the many Rea ſons that may be brought. from 
this Topick, I ſhall ſelect only three. The firſt is a ve- 
ry — one, produc'd by our Saviour Himſelf on the 
Injunttion of this Duty; namely, That it is the big beſt 
Imitation of the Divine Nature that mortal Man can at- 
zain to, and therefore the moſt glorious Perfection of 4 
Chriftian. Pray for thoſe (ſays Chriſt ) that 


for they bnow nd: what 


deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you, that you Mat. v. vi 


may be the Children of your Father which is 44. Cc. 
an Heaven ; For He maketh His Sun to riſe on 

abe Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt and 
#be Unjuſt. For if you love them which love you, what Re- 
ward baue you do not even Publicans the ſame ? And if 
you ſalute your Brethren only, what do ye more than ves 


5 


ne we be co 
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do not even the Publicans ſo? Be — I. N 3, even 
as your Father which is in 3 51. F 


as S. Luke varies it, Tour Reward ſhall be great, vi. 35: 
and ye ſhall be the Children of tbe Hi, beſt; for 

He is kind unto the Unthankful, to the Evil, Be e 
therefore merciful, as your Father alſo is merciful. As if 
this ſuperlative Degree of Divine Benignity and Good- 
neſs rendred us the moſt expreſs Image of God Himſelf, 
who diſpenſes the common Temporal Bleſſings of his 
gracious Providence with an Univerſal Philanthrophy, 
and Liberality, without Diſtinction, even to His moſt 
wicked, ungrateful, and provoking Ene miet. This is 
therefore a Godlike Vertue, advances our Souls to the 
higheſt Dignity of which are capable, and makes 
them fit for the Beatifick Viſion, by transforming them 
into the Smilitude of the Divine Glory. 

In this ſhall we liken God, and in this like» Iſa. xl. 18. 
d unto Him. For ; 
ve be the fulſilling of the Lam, this is certainly the 


- moſt complete fulfilling of Love, and the brighteſt Re- 
ſemblance of that bleſſed Being, who is Tove it ſelf, and 


who ſeems to delight himſelf in that amiable, that ado- 
Table (and if I may be allow'd ſo to ſpeak) darling At- 
tribute of His Mercy. I ſhall cloſe this | 
Point in the eloquent Words of one of The Reverend 
the greateſt and moſt learned Writers Dr. South. 
of our Chuich, on this Subject. When Pol. 3. p. 144. 
IJ pray as heartily for my Enemy, as 1 
« do for my Daily Bread; when I ftrive with Prayers 
cc and Tears to make God his Friend, who himſelf 
*© will not be mine; when I retkon his Felicity a- 
„ mongſt my own Neceſſities z ſurely this is ſuch a 
Love, as, in a literal Senſe, may be faid to reach up 
© to Heaven: To which Words of this exquifite Di- 
vine and Orator I will preſume to add, could only 
come down from Heaven alſo. Which ſuggeſts a ſe · 
cond Reaſon this Duty is grounded upon; namely. 
2. That it is the Peculiar Cbaraſteriſtick and Niſt in- 
guiſbing Eadge of the Chriſſ ian Profeſſion, above all o tber 
Religions in the World. This is a Prayer which none 
but a Chriſtian can ſay, and is the Practice of that New- 
Comman4mznt, by which our Saviour would have Ats 
ps b Diſciples 


(26) | 
Diſciples known, and diſcriminated among Men. It is | 
{o obicurely deducible from the Law of Nature, corrup- 
ted as it is, that the wiſeſt Marali/ts among the Hea- 
thens could never raiſe Vertue to ſuch a Picch; To be 
aveng'd on our Enemies, was.in the Opinion of thoſe 


two great Gentile Sages, Ariſtotle and Tully, not only 
an Af of Juſtice. but the commendable Property of an 
Heroic and Valiant Spirit; And Mabomer, in the 
bloody Syſtem of Cruelty, Leudneſs, and Bla ſphemy, 
his Alchoran. makes it the neceſſary Criterion of a Saint. 
The Precepts even of the Stoicks, the moſt riged Sett, » 
could carry Philoſophy no higher than to the 1 q 
our Paſſions, and patient Enduring all Injuries, and 
even that out of a ſtupid Principle of Apathy. Humane 
Reaſon could go no farther, till it was improv'd, refin'd 
and perfected by Divine Revelation; And even in the 
Je wiſh Law. this Duty was ſo faintly and weakly incul- | 
cated, and ſuch large Allowances granted to that ſtub- 
born and ſpight ful People in Caſe of Retaliation, that 
the Rabinical Gloſſes had not only quite effac'd it, but 
foifted a Precept into its Room, in dire Oppoſition ' 
to it, to bate our Enemy. In Contradiction 
S. Matt.v. to which, ſays our Blefſed Saviour, I, that + 

43. is Emphatically, I the greateſt Prophet 
and Law-Giver that ever came into the 
World, the great Meſſenger of Peace, the Author of the 
Goſpel, the Covenant of Peace, who came to reconcile 
God to Man, and Men one to another, it is I, that 
command you this New Commandment y + 

Ver. 44. Love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 
do good 10 them that bate you, and pray for 

them which deſpitefully uſe you aud perſecute you. A Few 
erhaps might with ſome Difficulty have for given his 


-» 


midſt of Torments and Perſecutions, was ſuch an Etan- 
gelical Paradox, as none could enjoin, but He who was 
ſo Glorious an Example of it too. The Practice of this 
Duty was ſuch a Shock upon the Primitive Proſelytes 


to Chriſtianity, that nothing ſtagger d their Faith ſo 
much; and occaſion'd that witty Saying, that Chriſt's 


| Paying Lazarus out of his Grave, was not half ſo great 
a Miracle as His Praying for His Enemies - the 
Crols. 


ne my; but to pray for bim, and that too when in the 
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al Croſs. Yet if we own our ſelves Diſciples of that Croſs, 
and expe to be ſav d by the Precious Blood that we 
ſhed upon it, we muſt ſubmit to this its peculiar and 


indiſpenſable Doctrine. We muft not only retutn 
Contumelies and 'Reproaches with Silence or good 
Language, Injuries with Benefits, Curſes with Bleſſ- 
ings; but we muſt Kzſs our Enemy when He is angry, 
follow the great Captain of our Salvation through all 
his Sufferings, and pray, that even the Mercileſs Hand 
that executes us may Mercy. Which leads me to 
a Third Reaſon; namely, ; | 
3. We are oblig'd to pray for our Enemies, becauſe 
they are the Inſtruments of < God's Juſtice and Providence 
bere below. We ought in pay not only to ſubmit to, 
but to pray that God*s Vill may be done in all the garious 
Diſpenſa tions of His Power and Wiſdom in the Go- 
vernment of the World. And as we muſt reft aſſur'd, 
that the moſt, ſeemingly, hard and rough Adminiftra- 
tions of it are ordain'd for good and prudent Ends, 
and, if rightly applied, will infallibly produce them; ſo 
are we, not only for that Reaſon to acquieſce in, but to 
thank God for, their Appointment, ftill tooking up to 
the ſuperiour Agent, and firft Principle of Motion, that 
he | direfts all theſe ſecond Cauſes here below; that can 
he bring Light out of Darkneſs, over. rule, and, if Occa- 
ſion be, ſet aſide the Powers and Operations of Nature, 
and make her bring forth Contrarieties to her ſelf, 
This ſettled Notion of the Goodneſs and Omnipo- 
tence of Providence will at all times ſanctify and re- 
for concile the ſevere Afflictions and Troubles to us; 
and not only render us eaſy under their Preſſures, but 
his | make us even bleſs the Rod that ſmites us, and thus 
he  Chaftiſes us in Mercy fot our Benefit and Reformation. 
As all the Sorrows we endure may be imputed to ſome 
Sins, that have previouſly deſerv'd and brought them 
his down on our Heads; ſo if we confider them as only 
Temporal Puniſhments, inflicted for the Prevention of 
Eternal, they muft be the greateft Bleſſings God can 
Ks ſend us, and conſequently worthy of our Prayers for 
| thoſe who are thus Ifrumental in conveying them to 
the 5 When theſe Judgments fall upon us, and we are 
delivered up into the 8 'Y of our Enemies, we cught 
2 not 
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not to wreck our Malice and Spleen 
1. Sam. iii. 18. upon them, but return the meek An- 
* fer of 01d Eli; tis the Lord, hs Him 
fe 21. what ſeemetb Him zor with Job, 
| The 15 bath gi 3 = 


— M the Lord 
bath taken away ; Bleſſed he the Name of the Lord. When 
David's Guards ſolicited their King and Mafter to a- 
yenge the Imprecations of Shimez with the Expence 
of his Life, and to waſh away his Blaſphemy with his 
Blaod ; with what inimitable Patience, and Good 
Nature, does that gentle Prince skreen the Traitor 
from their W as being a Puniſhment ſent from 
| upon him? Then ſaid Abiſbai the 
2. Sam. xyi. Lon of Zeruiab, why ſbould this dead Dog 
9, 10. curſe my Lord the King? let me go over 1 
n pray thee, and tabe off bis Head. And the 
Xing ſeid, What have I to do with you, ye Sons of Zeruiah ? | 
let him curſe 3 becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto bim, Curſe 
David. Who ſhall then ſay, Wherefore baſt thou done ſo ! 
When God by His Permeſſrue Providence does not pre-| 
vent, or by His Ave lets looſe our E- 
2 Kings, xv. nemies upon us (as He did Rezin and 
37. EKekab againſt Judah) to torment and at- 
ſlict us for our Crimes, we ought to 
eſteem them as the Officers and Execu. 
Acts v. 29. tioners. of Divine Juftice, and to treat 
them as His Repreſentatives, leſt baply we 
be found even to fight againſt God. | 
There cannot, through the whole Hiſtory, bath of 
the Jewiſh and Cbriſtian Church, be produc'd to more 
lively Inftances of this Duty of Praying for our Ene- 
mies under the moſt galling and vexatious Circumftan= ' 
ces imaginable, than what we read of the one under | 
its Stare of Captivity, and the 0ther under irs Primitive 
Perſecution. Take the Matter thus ex- 
Part 1. of the cellently ſet forth in the Words of our 
Hom. agazn# Church. Will you hear the Scriptures 
Reb. concerning this moſt neceſſary Point? 
= « [ exhort therefore ( faith S. Paul) that 
1 Tim. ii. * above all things, Prayers, Supplicat ions, 
Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, be 
* bad for el Men; for Kings, and all that are in Autho- 
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e rity; that we may live a quiet and peaceable Life 


(29) 


« mzth all Godlineſs : for that 7s good and 1 in 
« the Sight of God our Saviour, &c. This is S. Paul's 
« Councel. And who, I pray you, was Prince over the 
ce moſt Part of the Chriftians, when God's Holy Spi- 
« rit, by S. Paul's Pen, gave them this Leſſon ? For. 
© ſooth, Caligula, Claudius, or Nero, who were not only 
© no Chriſtians, but Pagans, and moſt cruel Tyrants. 
cc Will you yet hear the Word of God to the Jews, 
ce when they were Priſoners under Nebuchadonoſor 
c King of Babylon, after he had flain their King, No- 
cc hles, Parents, Children, and Kinstolks, buried their 
«© Country, Cities, yea Jeruſalem it ſelf, and the Holy 
'« Temple, and had carried the Reſidue, remaining 
« alive, Captives with him into Babylon? Will you hear 
« yet what the Prophet Baruch ſaid unto God's Peo- 
« ple, being in this Captivity ? Pray you, ſaith the Pro- 
« phet, for the Life of Nebuchadonoſor King 
* of Babylon, and for the Life of Balthaſar Bar. i. 2. 
c his Son, that their Days may be as the Days | 
f Heaven upon Earth, that God alſo may give us Strength, 
* and lighten our Eyes, that we may live under the 
«© Defence of Nebuchadonoſor King of Babylon, and 
cc under the Proteſt ion of Balthaſar bis Son, that we 
& may long do them Service, and find Favour in their 
« $:ght: Pray for us alſo unto the Lord our God, 
cc for we baue finned againſt the Lord our God. 
ce Thus far the Prophet Baruch his Words, which are 
cc ſpoken by him unto the People of God, of that 
«© King who was an Heathen, a Tyrant, and cruel Op- 
o — A of them; and had been a Murtherer of many 
© Thouſands of their Nation, and a Deftroyer of their 
© Country, with a Confeſſion that their Sins had de. 
& ſery'd ſuch a Prince to reign over them. To which 
I ſhall add the Words of Jeremy to the ſame People un- 
der the ſame Circumſtances : Seek ye Jer. xxix. 7 
the Peace of the City whither I have cauſ- 4 
ed you to be carried away Captives, and pray unto the Lord 
for it: for in the Peace thereof ſhall ye baue Peace, To 
conculde this Head; As our Enemies are ſent us by 
God, ( accidentally and unknowingly as to them ) for 
the Scout ges of our Sins. they are the great Objects of 
| : | our 


(3d) 
our Compaſſion and Prayers, left by being employ'd as 
the Veſſels of Gut Wrath againft us „ chey —4 by 
their own Injuſtice, Cruelty, and Malice, be alſo In- 
ſtruments of their own Deftruttion, and Veſſels of Eternal 
IWrath hereafrer. Which brings me in the next Place. 

1. To conſider farther this Duty, As it regards our 
Enemy bimſelf. We muſt ftill allow him to be our Bro- 
aber, and conſequently intitl'd to our Affection and 
Prayers. For his Enmity can never deprive him of 
his Humanity, or efface the Image of ſta mpt on 
his Perſon. But perhaps he may be join'd to us under 
a nearer and more ſacred Alliance, as he is a Member 
of the ſame Body, 4s he is redeem'd by the ſame Blood, 
as he is a Servant of the ſame God and Church, as he 
is a — 8 of the ſame Government and Country, and 
involv' 
with ourſelves: Upon all which Accounts, whatever 
Iajuries or Wrongs he may have done us in Private, he 
can never be excluded our Prayers for the Publick Good. 

2. Praying for our Enemy may be the moſt Effectual 
Means of his Converſion and Reconciliation bath to God, and 


Rom. Xii. 20. 


bunger, feed bim, if be thirſts, give bim 


drink, for in ſo doing thou ſhalt beap Coals of fire on bis bead. 
Now if ſo ſmall a Token of Kindneſs af mollity and | 


melt down the obdurate Heart of a relenting Adver- 
fary ; certainly ſuch a noble and exalted Inftance of 


* 


our Love, when we apply to Heaven in his behalf, and | 
call down Omnipotence to his Succour, is enough to 
break the moſt flinty Conftitution, and like Moſes's Rod, 


to diſſolve even the Rock of Strife into Tears, Kind- 
neſs and Patience may conquer what Force and Power 


cannot; it could diſarm Eſau of his Hatred, and the 
Syrians of their Revenge, and gain that Victory by | 


riendſhip, which never could be obtain'd by War. The 


Amalekites we know were diſcomfited more by Moſes's ' 
Hands held up in Prayer than by the Sword of Joſhua, ' 


which receiv'd all its fatal Edge and Execution from 


the deadly Voice of the Prophet. Such is the | 


Power of Prayer that nothing, can withſtand ir. 


What Miracles have not been wrought by the Inter. 


ceſſions of thoſe great Favourites of Heaven, Neab, Do. 
vid, 


in the ſame Common Intereſts and Happineſs |} 


* 
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our ſelves. S. Paul ſays, If thine Enemy 
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vid, Elias Job, Jeremy and Daniel, whoſe Prayers have 
ſavd Nations, diverted the Anger of God, and over- 
rul'd the Powers of Nature? How many Millions fell 
hy the bended Knees of an Aſa, Feboſaphar, or Hezekiah ? 
Could not the Supplications of a Pious Queen Eſther de- 
liver her People, and evenuf a Wicked tho*' Repenting, 
Manaſſes reſtore his Kingdom: It tbe Prayers of Faith 
can ſave the Sick, and the fervent ef- 

fectual Prayer of @ Righteous Man avail= S. Jam. v. 15, 


eib much; What Succeſs may we not 16. 


omiſe our ſelves will ſuch efficatious 
rayers find, that are put up to God for ſo Pious and 
Religious an End as this? They cannot return empty; 
they muſt take Heaven by an Holy Violence, and, like 
Jacob, wreſtle with God, till they obtain the Bleſſing, 
So powerful was this Prayer of our Saviour upon the 
Crols, that as a Learned Prelate obſerves, in the ſpace of 
Fifty five Days, it converted Eight thouſand of his E- 
ra che probably to that affectionate Inters 
ceſſion of S. Stephen (who ſo exactly trod in His Ble ſſed 
Maſter's Steps) may be attributed to the Converſion 
of Saul, that violent Perſecutor of the Church, into Paul, 


the no leſs Zealous Apoftle of it; who ſaw the barbarous- 


Murder, and was conſenting when he heard thoſe 
Prayers that would have his Executioners re- 
lent, had not their Hearts been harder than the Stones 
which they pour'd on his Innocent Head. As the 
quick and wonderful Propagation of the Goſpel in the 
World under the Gracious Influence of God's Spirit 
and Providence may be juftly imputed to the Zeal, Stea- 
dineſs, and Reſolution of thoſe Glorious Eccleſiaſtical 
Heroes, that Noble Army of Martyrs, who follow'd 


| Chrift their Captain in Crimſon Robes, and ſeal'd the 


Faith with their Blood; fo did it receive no little Ad- 
vancement from the Meekneſs of their Sufferings, and 
that Divine Charity, wherewith they recommended 


their Perſecutors to God's Pardon and Mercy. Eve- 


ry Page in the Sacred Annals ſhines with ſuch Illuftri- 
ous Examples; but certainly that which Eclipſes all 
the leſſer Lights of the Church, and comes the neareft 
up to that Holy Pattern I have been endeavouring to 
deſcribe, is, that of the Royal Martyr, whoſe 9 

d 


; C32) 
had it preceded that of Jeſus Chriſt, would have ſeem'd 
as true a Type of it, as it was the exact Tranſcript and 


Repreſentation of it afterwards ; whether we conſider 
the barbarous Indignities he ſuffer d in his Lie, the 
intolerable Inſolence and Affronts he endur'd in his 
Arraignment, Tryal and Condemmation, or the ſhameful 
and cruel Manner of his Execution, as the vileft of 
Slaves, and worſt of Malefactors. In all which, the 
King and the Cbriſt ian were ſo well mixt and temper d, 
Majeſty and Humility, Magnani mity and Meekneſs, Pati- 
ence and Charity, Conſtanq in Faith, and Ferveuq in De- 
vation; as would have broken the Heart of any Ene- 
my, but ſuch implacable Blood - thirſty Savages, that 
were equally berav'd of Humane Nature and Divine 
Grace, Or how could ſuch Monfters without Shame 
and Confufion of Face, and abhorrence of their own 
deteftable Villany, ſee this Imperial Saint lay down his 
Crown and Life upon the Block, and hear theſe laſt 
Dying Words? To ſhew you (ſays the Bleſſed King) 
«© That I am a good Chriftian, I have forgiven all the 
<« World; and even thoſe in particular that have been 
c the chief Cauſers ot my Death; who they are, God |. 
© knows ; I do not deſire to know, I pray God forgive 
« them. But this is not all, my Charity muft go 
< farther; I wiſh that they may repent, for indeed they | 
<< have committed a great Sin in that particular. 1 
< pray God, with S. Stephen, that this be not laid to 
te their Charge. Nay, not only fo, but that they may |, 
cc take the right Way to the Peace of the Kingdom; 
ce for my Charity commands me not only to forgive 
c particular Men, but my Charity commands me to 
* endeavour to the laſt Gaſp the Peace of the King- | 
« dom. | 
Now. if we ſhare the Misfortune of this moſt Pio 
and truly Chriſtian Prince, to contend With ſuch un- 
tractable, ungrateful, and irreconcileable Enemies, | 
whom no Overtuares of Reaſon, Kindneſs, or condeſcen- 
ſion can perſuade or ſubdue, but who will inexorably 
hold out, and are reſolved to be Deaf both to our Pray- 
ers and Entreatizs, and when we propoſe Terms of 
Peace, make themſelves ready to Battle , we have acquit- 
ted our ſelyes both before God and Man, we have _ 


” >» 
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bur Parts, and may leave them as nexcuſable, to the 
diſpoſal of Providence; which if it does not convert 
their Hearts, will, at leaſt tye up their Hands, and clog 
the Chariot. Wheels of ſuch obdurate Pharoabs, that they 
ſhall not drive ſo furiouſly againſt us. But tis to be 
hop”, tho* the World is very wicked, there are but 
few ſuch Prodigies in Nature to be found And let 
us conſider, if our Prayers ſhould meet with that ha p- 

Succeſs we wiſh for and endeavour z what a bleſſed 

mfort and Satisfa&ion will it be to us in this Life, to 
have counter-plotted and defeated the Devil's Deſigns, 


to have reſcu'd the Souls of our poor Brethren ou” of 


eternal Perdition, to have made Proſ=lytes and Servants 
to God, Friends inftead of Enemies to our ſelves, and 
Heirs to that everlaſting Bliſs and Glory, to which we 
_— our —_ by 4 Great Act of Charity. For, 
us know, F we thus convert @ Sin- 

ner from the — of bis Way, we % Jan. Ve. 206 
fave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide à Multitude of our 
own Sint; and ſhall ſhine like Stars for ever and ever. 
Charity theretore to ourſelves would induce us to ex- 
erciſe this Charity of our Enemies. which is attended 
with ſuch an infinite and inexpre ſſible Reward, which 
will thus requite Mercy with Mercy, Pardon in Heaven 
with Pardon on Earth, and will be as twere a Transfer of 
our Debis upon the Forgiveneſs of our Brother. This, 
indeed, is laying up @ Store for ourſelves, a good Founda- 
tion againſt the Time to come, a Reward in the Day of ne- 
ceſſuty, that we may attain Eternal Life. 

3. A third Reaſon to move us to pray for our Ene- 
mies is, becauſe they ſo highly ſtand in need of our Prayers, 
as ſinners againſt us; and can't without our Interceſſion, ſo 
eaſily, at leaſt be pardon d by God. We are commanded 
by the Apoſtle, 10 confeſs our Faults one | 
10 another, and to pray one for another, S. Jam. v. 18. 
that we may be beal'd. Which Injunction | 
particularly reſpects the Office of the Sick, who could 
neither ordinarily receive Abſalution from th:ir Sins, or 4 
Cure of their Diſte mper, without a particular Confeſſion of 
the One, and the Prayers of the Church tor the Other, 
which in thoſe Primitive Times were Miraculous in 


their Operations, 3 the Sick without any 14 


(34 ) 
ther Remedies. But then *twas a: Nereſſary Condirron, as 
well as an, to obtain the Peace of God, and real Com. 
fort to penitent Souls, not only to be reconcil'd to the 
whole World, and particularly to thoſe they had in. 
jur'd, but to beſeech God alſo to forgive All thoſe they 
themlelves had been injur'd by; without which no one 
could receive Abſolution or be admitted to the Holy 
Sacrament. But tho this may in particular reſpe@ the 

ie of the Sick, it equally obliges all in Health, whoſe 
bk depends on the ſame Terms. We are all bound 
to pray for each other, for the mutyalPardon of our Of » 
nces. And theſe Interceſſions are requir'd, not only 
om our Superiors, who may ſeem to have more Inte- 


>f and Favour in the Court of Heaven; but alſo from 
| - a for thoſe that are above them. The Apoſtle 
themſelves, who, we may think had very little need of | 
other Mens Prayers, very frequently, requeſt to be re- 
commended to God by the Prayers of the Faithful. 
| Now, I beſeech you Brethren (ſays the cha- 
ſen Veſſel of God, &. Paul) for the Lord. 
Rome xv. 30. Jeſus Chriſt”s ſake, and for the Love of the 
Spirit, that ye ſtrive together wi 
in your _ to God Pr, me. 
in, Praying always wit Prayer | 
— by on in.the Spirit, = SB reunt, 
Eph. vi. 18. with all Perſeverance and Supplication 
| for all Saints; and for me, that Unterance 
may be given unto me, that 1 m » my Mouth boldly 
to make knows the Myſterys of the Goſpel. And ſo in ſe- 
veral other Places. Now it the very 1 of Men thus 
ſtand in need of the Prayers of others ſo much below 
themſelves in Vertue and Religion (and we can't ſup- 
pole the Apoftle thus importunately to have begg d 
for a Thing of no Effect) and theſe Prayers are as twere 
the neceſſary Addreſſes to obtain theſe Bleſſings from 
the Throne of Grace; How much more highly requi- 
fice will be the Petitions of thoſe that ſuffer under In- 
juries, for thoſe that are the ſinful Authors of them? 
| will not preſume to carry this Point too far, ſo as to 
aſſert they cannot be forgiven without it: But I confeſs, 
from ſome Paſſages of Scripture, there ſeems ſome Rea- 
fn to conclude, that if this Interceſſion is not Abſalurely. 
re quiſiie, 
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requifite, for the Remiſſion of our Adverſari 
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Offence, 
otive with 


tis, at leaft, a very great and prevailing 
God for it. To this Matter a lit- 


tie clear; we read that when Abime- Gen. XX. 
lech had only intended to have defiPd 


Abraham's Wife, not knowing her to be ſo, but mifta- 


Hr, according to their own Prevarication, for 
ike 

-yerely, for this his intended Injuftice, tho he was not 
"conſcious of the Heinouſnefs of his Crime; he ſends 


ifter, that when God threatned to puniſh him ſe- 


him to — 1 to 172 for 75 Pardon, for be 4 
Prophet (ſays pray for | | 
22 os ſhets live x and i thou re- Ver. 7. 

Fore ber not, now thou that thou ſbi 
ſerely die : thou and all that are thine. And accordingly 
we find that God revers'd His judgment upon Abra- 
bam t Prayer. When the Fews had ſo highly provok'd 
God in the Abſente of Moſes, their General, on the 
Mount, agairft whom they had not only rebelled, but 
againſt God by Idolatry, it is very Remarkable that 
when that meek Prophet interceded with God for their 
Pardon, K own Life, as a Sacrifice, and Ran- 
ſom for thezrs ; Almighty replys, _ 

Let me alone, that my Wrath wax Exod. Xxxii. 
bot againſt them. As if the Divine 10. 

Power was arrefted, and ſuſpended | 
upon his Prayer, and the Lord bearkn'd to the Voice 

4 Man, to ftop the Courſe of his Juſtice, and Provi- 
dence. When that wicked King Feroboam ftretch'd 
forth his Arm to ſmite the Prophet 4t | 
Bethe], the Lord dried up bis facrilegi. 1 King. xiii. 
ous _ that be could not put it ver. 4. 

in again to bim; and there it ſtood a | 
wither'd Monument of Divine Vengeance, till reftor'd 
by the healing Voice and interceſfioh of his Adverſary. 
I ſhall produce but one Inftance more, and that is the 
remarkable Caſe of Job; which ſpeaks very fully to 
the Point before us. When God intended ts have re- 
venged his Quarrel againft his falſe Friends, who had 
ſo baſely inſulted and abus'd him in his Michortones, 
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de would not accept their Sacrifice or 
2 Iii, 83, Repentanctr, but by the — of 


Job himſelf, Tue uato you now ( ſays - 


God) ſeven Bullocks, and j.u:n Rams, and 
0 to my Servant Job, qd offer up ja yourſelves 4 Burny- 


by ring, nl , Job hal wy for au, for bi 
Wi 1 accept : lea/t I dcal with after your Folly, in that 


you bave nor ſpoken of me the thing which is right, like 72 I 
I 


Servant Joh. So Eliphaz the Temanite, aud Bildad 
S-nhite, an4 Zophar the Naamathite went and did ag- 
gondiag as the Lord commanded them, the Lo, I acceg- 
8 Job; And the Lord turn'd the Captivity o/ Jab when 
e pray d for bis Friends, The Divine Precedure in this 


tha*' God may, it he pleaſes, without our Prayers, par- 
don our Enemies on their Repentance, vst that our 
Pravets for them ate of miglity Force and rre vilence 
with God, to obtain the Acceptation of their "crſans, 
nd R-pentance, and to render their Admiſſion to the 
h:oac of Grace (it i may be allowed fo to ſperk ) 
more Eaſy and Satisfactory. I defire here no be 
mĩ ſunderſtood; not that either our Prayers. pr t Ken 
p2ntanc? ca be at all availabl-, or agcep.abl- i: em, 
or curſelves, in the Sight of God, but throug be 
M-rits and Sat istaction of our Great and Only & or 
Chriſt Jeſs; to the Bencfi of whoſe Medion 4d 
interceſhua for ourſclves we cannot lay eu (in., 
without ni iniilpenlable Duty of Intercemon tor var 
Enem ss. Tis cherefore muſt be fo unierft: 54 24 
conditional, and ſubvr 4rnage Means here below, % qua- 
tr” us for that Abſolutzon above. There arc [ome 
+1; hat, as add Caſui/is agree, require Reſtiiution in 
der to RewiNon, ſuch as Fxtortion, Fraudelent Gains 
ata che lige; and others that are aimoft incapable of 
it, a Mu der and Adultery. in both theſe dreadful 
Calis, no! only the Forgivencls, but the Prayers alſo 


che Perſon injur'd (where thy may he had) may poſh= 
0 


hlv be very Conterzur towards, it not r-quijite for the 
Dando af the pern Inuring. Doubtl:is, both join'd 
rog2th- are of mare Weight, and Efficacy; and may 
be look'd upo as 4 Vormſtriun tz: 2 nary Courſe © Ju. 
fice, aad acc-ptel inſteaꝗ o. gar] Satisfaction, * 


| 


i 


| 


»tter does, at leaſt, warrant this Conclution, That 


8 ines 


| 
| 
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fo Cancel the Debt, and 0bligation on the 
If therefore we have any Regard to the 


Side. 
s, Or Bo- 
dies of our Enemies, we muſt Pray for the One Labou- 
ving cages the Convictions of Sin and Guilt, that the 
Or 


r may alſo be deliver'd from thoſe Juf# Judgments 
the Divine Vengeance may otherwile inflict upon them 
fo our Sakes. And what an Honourable and Bleſſed 
Office is this! to ſtand ſubordinately in the Place of 
our Redeemer; to deprecate God's Wrath, and recon- 
cile Man to God 1, to ſtep in, and interpoſe Mercy be- 
twixt hr ge Juſt ice, and 3 like the 

el wich Abraham, to intercept i ing Sword, 
— skreen the Sacrzfice on the Alter. From the Great 
and Good Service we may do to our Enemies, by our 


Prayers for them I come in the laſt Place. | 


Thirdly. Ty confider this Duty as it relates to ourſelves. 
And here we ſhall find it ſtill ſupported by more affect. 
ing, and beneficial Reaſons, drawn from our own Webs 
fare, and Concerns. Hon firſt then, becauſe of the 
. I. We are to pr our Enemies, vecauſe eat 
Profit and Ad vant 4 we may reap from them in * 
Offices they do us. If Affliction is the S. bool of Vertue, our 
Enemies are to be eſteem'd, as only our Maſters or Tu- 
tors ſet over us for Admonition, Inſtruction, and Cor- 
rection of our Fault. And ths the Diſcipline is rough, 
and unpalatable, and irkiome to Fleſh and Blood, yet 
it has its medicinal Qualities, and it rightly apply'd, 
will prove the beſt Phyfick we can take. The Boh 
Pſalmiſt who to his great Sorrow had taſted deep of 
this bitter Cup, and whoſe whole Life was almoſt one 
continued Scene of Trouble and Vexation from his Ene- 
mies, tells us the great Improvement and Experience 
thar he had gain'd from them, and particularly from 
that Blood thirſty Adverſary Saul, in whoſe Court he 
ſo long liv'd, bed made bim wiſer than 
the Aged. Thou ( ſays he) through Pſal. cxix. 98, 
thy Commandments baſt made me wiſer 99. 
than mine Enemies, for they are ever 
with me; Thave more Underſtanding than all my Teachers, 
and therefore, ſays he, it i good for me that 


I have been affi:ited, that I might learn thy Ver. 71. 
Statutes, When a Man is thus ſet in the | 
midſt 


(638) 
mid ſt of Suares, and Dangers, be wall: 
ments of a City nadermm , and ought to take good Heed 
to his Paths, when his ptying and inquiſitive Enemies 
are ready to ſwallow him up; when they 
Fſal. lvi. 5, 6. mwreſt bs Words, and all their Br 
| «a reer 
| together, and bide ſelves, and mark by 
Steps, when they wut for bis Soul. When he is certaln 
that all the Errors and Miſcarriages of his Life ſhall de 


vo the Battles 


laid open, his Frailtics, Ignorantes, and wg] 
-magnified into wilful and preſumptuous Sins, and his 
Good Name loaden with Lyes and Slanders, and all the 
Artillery of that Arcuſer of the Brethren rd on his 
7 guiltleſs Head. Then let bim ſet Scourges 
Eeclis. xxiii. over hi brs, and the Diſcipline of Wif- 

2, 4. dom over bis Heart; leaft he fall before his 
| Adverſaries, and his Enemies rejoice o- 
yer. him, It will require his utmoſt Prudence and 
Caution to ride out the _— and weather ſuch a Daj 
of Frouble, and of Rebuke a ay Fhis is the 

ertues, 


— 


Seaſon to exerciſe his Chriſttan when be is er 
amin d with Deſpitefulneſs and Torture, tha) 


* 
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Wijd. ii. 19. bis Medkneſs may be known, and bis Patience / 


| ed; this is the Time to call upon God 
for a double Portion of his Spirit, for Faith and P 
ſeverance, for Humility and Conftancy, for an ardent 
Love of God, and Zeal for His Glory, a fitn- Truft in 
His Providence, and Reſignation to His Will, wich at 
equal Conte upt of the Frowns and Temptations, the 
Allyrements, or Sufferings of this World, when put in 


Oppoſition to his Duty, the Defence of the Truth, ot 


the Diſcharge of a good Conſcience. The Comforts of | 


which will bear him up above, and/carry him thro” all 
the Torment, Diſgrace, and Barbarity, the Malice of 


Men or Devils can invent, and bring him off more 


than Conqueror, thrs Chriſt that ſtrengthens him, This in- 
deed is a fiery furnace, wherein Se Vertue of a Chri- 
ſtian is tried even as Silver i tried, and out of which it 
will come with its true Sterling Weight, and Luftre. 
Now ths theſe are the Acc:dental Efes, of our Suffer- 
ings from our Enemies, wrought in ns by the Grace of 


God, and quite cantrary to their Deſigns and — 
01 
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(39 
s yet a kind of Juſt ice and Gratitude would oblige 
us to intercede with God for their Pardon, wha have 
the Occaſions of doing us ſo much good, that we 
may lay, It i not an Enemy that bas done this, but it was 
ou my beſt Friend, who by laying wait fon amy Soul, 
been a great Inſtrument. in ſaving it. 
Laftly, We muſt pray for our Enemies, becauſe it ij en- 
join'd by God, as ibe abſolute Condition of Praying for our- 
ſelves. If thou bring hy Gifs to the Ana (lays our Sa- 
viour) and there ren eſt that thy Brothen 
barb ought qg<inſt thee; leave there thy Gift. S. Maith. v. 
before the Altar, and go thy may, firſt be - 23, Ce 
| nei d to thy Brother, and them come and 


r — , 
— _— 


offer thy Gift. So that an entire Reconciliation with 
our Adverſaries is a neceflary Qualification for as to 
pproach God's Alter for the Atonement of our own 
Sis; without which, we are not fit to come into the 

ivine Preſence ; it is that Wedding Garment, which 
if we are not cloath'd withal, we muſt be ſo far from 
expetting to be acceptable Gueſts at the Holy Table, 
that we ſhall be caſt owt into utter Darkneſs. Nay the 
Want of this does not only put in a Bay againſt our own 
Pardon, but it turns our uery Prayers into Sim; it ren- 
ders them the moſt dreadful Curſe, and Izprecation up- 
an our own Souls, that our moſt bitter Enemy the De- 
vil himſelf could utter. For by this we Bind and Seal 
our own Sins upon ourſelves, we pray Damnation on 
ourſelves even in the Lord's Prayer ; and. make a Cove- 
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- | nant with God for our eternal Deſtruction, if we don't 
in fulfil the Condition we ſtipulate, to forgive in as full 
of Terms, as we expect to be forgiven. If we will have 
of | our Prayers heard for owſehves, we muſt earneſtly De- 
yy ( fire to have them heard for our Enemies 3 

of | we muſt labour for their Salvation, to ſe- 1 Sam. Xii. 
ys | cure our own; and therefore God forbid 23s 

1. | that we ſhould fin in ceaſing to pray for them. 


Thus I have endeavour'd to preſs upoa you the Pra- 
it | ice of this great Duty from ſome of the moſt weighty 
.6, | Reaſons it is founded upon, with Regard to God and 
rt. | Religion, our Enemy, and ourſelves. I have ſhewn it to 


of | be the higheſt Imitation of Ged, and the moſt Glorious 
4 | Periction of a Chriftian 3 chat it is the 2 
3 A 


(49) | 
and diſtinguiſhing Mark of our Profeffion ; that we art 
oblig'd to conſider our Enemies to be the inftruments of 
God's Juſtice and Providence; that they are our Bre. 
thren in Nature, in Government, and Religzon; that this 
is the moſt likely Means to work their Convertion, and 
| Reconciliation to God and Man; that they moſt high. 
ly ftand in Need of our Prayers as Sinners againft us, 
and can't be ſo eaſily pardon'd without our Iaterceſ- 
fion ; that it rightly made uſe of, they may prove Oc. 
caſions of great Benefits to us in the Exerciſes of our 
Chriftian Graces; and laſtly, that we can't pray for 
ourſelves unleſs we pray fur our Enemies. , 
am conſcious how much [ have tir'd out your Pa- 

tience with this tedious Diſcourle; bur I hope it may] 
be pardon'd upon ſo particular an Occaſion, eſpeciall 
conſidering that I am now pleading for a Duty, whic 
all the Arguments and Eloquence in Nature are, God 
knows, but lictle enough to enforce. 

To conclude then; tince neither Innocence, nor Piety, 
Vertue, nor Wiſdom can ſecure th- beſt of Men from Ene+ 
mies, let us patiently bear that Croſs which even the 
Son of God did not diſdain to ſubmit to. And what- | 
ever Sufferings God ſhall be pleas'd to permit them to 
inflict upon us, let us receive them with Meekneſs, and | , 
Pity, and endeavour to overcome Evil with Good, by re- 
quiting their Malice with Kindneſs and Friendſhip. In 
order to which, we muſt ſuppreſs all the inordinate Mo- 
tions of our Paſſions, and ftifle the very firſt Riſings of 
Anger and Revenge in our Hearts. And as we muft | 
not overrate the Injuries we receive from them; ſo nei- |, 
ther muſt we revile their Perſons, or miſrepreſent their | 
Charaters: as knowing that if Mercy, certainly Juftice 
is due ever to our worft Enemies. But whatever 4. 
flictons, or Oppre ſſions they may bring on us; let us 
put our Truſt in God, and not fear what Man can do un- 
to us Let us hold faſt our Integriiy and Profeſſion without 
wavering, and never for Far, Shame, or Intereſt relinquiſh 
a good Cauſe ; and let us take ſuch Care ot our Lives, 
that our Conſcience may not reproach us with de- 
ſerving ſuch Enemies, but that in the great Day 
Account we may appear Blameleſs, and They may be 
found Lyars unto us. In a word, ſince this Duty re- 
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quires ſuch a Sublimity of Temper, and ſich a Firmneſs 
and Majefty of Mind, as nothing but the Divine Grace 
can impart z we muft have conſtant Recourſe to God 
in Pra yer for it, that He would lead us Zn 
eg. becauſe of our Enemies, Pſal. v. 9% 
22 Way ſtrait hefore our Face; 
and by continued Mortification and Self. Denial prepare 
ourſelves for it, always referring our Cauſe to God as 
the proper Judge, and refting entirely contented in 

the Determinations of His good Providence: Which 
i Ways pleaſe the Lord, will make our 

2 Peace with uk; and will Prove xvi. 7. 
ther ſupport us ander, of deliver us out of 
ands. If God chaſten 1 Eu- 
— 3 way Fer PI. 1 
3bar when we e, we 23; 
2bink of His Goodneſs ; and when as = 


ſelves are eee ould — 2 

Put on therefore ( as the Ele 18 of God Zu and Beloved) 
Pome te,, Helder: Je col. i. 
0 » E Ley * * 
bearing one ans; of ary Man heve G. 
Ar for you, fo alſo d 2 above al Things 

5 0 : 

vn Chari the Bond of Perfeltneſs; and let — 


Peace . 


FINIS. 
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